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Abstract 

Objective. To calculate indices of inequality and inequity in the use of medical services for children, 

adults, and older adults in Chile from 2000 to 2011.  

 

Methods. Based on the CASEN survey (2000-2011), the concentration index (CI) was calculated to 

measure inequality and the horizontal inequity index (HI) was calculated to measure inequity in the 

use of medical services. Four groups were studied: children under 5, children aged 6-18 years, 

adults, and older adults.  

 

Results. The results indicate higher levels of inequality in the use of specialized physician services 

in the child groups, and higher levels of inequity in the adult group. In the use of dental services, the 

greatest inequality and inequity is found among older adults. For visits to emergency services in the 

last two years for which data are available (2009 and 2011), the adult group shows a higher level of 

inequality.  

 

Conclusions. In terms of levels of inequity and inequality, there are differences among children, 

adults, and older adults over the years in at least three of the six variables studied. 
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